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successful appointment of the first Hispanic
Associate Justice to the United States Su-
preme Court, the Honorable Sonia Sotomayor.
The nomination and appointment of our fellow
New Yorker to the Supreme Court earlier this
year is one in which our nation should take
pride—for it broke down ethnic and gender
barriers that will forever open the doors to fu-
ture generations of Americans. | congratulate
Justice Sotomayor on her appointment.

As this years National Hispanic Heritage
Month comes to an end, please join me in
proudly honoring Hispanic Americans for their
countless contributions to our nation.

————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Patrol Officer James
Simone, a Cleveland Division of Police officer,
who is one of just 12 officers to have been
honored at the 2009 Police Service Awards.

Officer Simone was born on Cleveland’s
Eastside and attended St. Thomas Aquinas
Elementary School. His family later moved to
Lakewood, Ohio in 1966 where Officer Simone
graduated from Lakewood High School. In
1968 Officer Simone joined the U.S. Military’s
101st Airborne Paratrooper unit during the
Vietnam War and received two Purple Hearts
and two Bronze Stars for his service. After re-
turning to Cleveland, Officer Simone became
an officer for the Cleveland Police Department
at the age of 25.

Officer Simone has now served the resi-
dents of Cleveland, Ohio as a police officer for
36 years in the capacity of a homicide detec-
tive, member of the SWAT team, undercover
agent and currently serves as a patrolman for
Cleveland’s second district. Throughout his ca-
reer, Officer Simone has been shot, stabbed
and run over numerous times, and despite it
all, he continues to serve as a dedicated offi-
cer.

While it is not the first award for the deco-
rated Officer Simone, it is his heroic actions
on January 10th, 2009 that has earned Officer
Simone the honor of being named one of
America’s Top Police Officers this month. On
that night, a woman fell through the ice-cov-
ered Cuyahoga River and was unable to get
out of the freezing water. Officer Simone ar-
rived at the scene and when a life-preserver
failed as a rescuing device, he risked his life
and jumped into the water to save the victim.
Both the woman and Officer Simone suffered
from hypothermia but survived because of his
selfless and heroic decision.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor of Patrol Officer James Simone
who has been the awarded an honorable
mention in the 2009 Police Service Awards.
While his heroic actions on January 10th,
2009 have earned him this honor, the resi-
dents of Cleveland have been awarded with
Officer Simone’s 35 years of dedicated serv-
ice.
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize Jo-
seph C. Weeks, Sr. This Friday Joe will re-
ceive the “2009 Great Brooksvillian of the
Year Award”. Created in 2002, this award rec-
ognizes individuals who have demonstrated a
sincere commitment to the history, culture,
and economy of the Brooksville community.

Born and raised in Brooksville, Joe tempo-
rarily left his hometown to serve his country in
World War Il and to attend college at the Uni-
versity of Florida. In 1951, upon his gradua-
tion, he returned to Brooksville to help his
brother run the family business, Weeks Hard-
ware; which has been a Brooksville staple
since 1916. To this date, Weeks Hardware is
considered the oldest existing business in
Hernando County.

Aside from running a successful business,
Mr. Weeks is a founding member of two
prominent Brooksville organizations; the
Brooksville Rotary Club and the Brooksville
Downtown Development Organization, the lat-
ter of which he served as Vice-President and
Treasurer. He also served as Vice-President
and Treasurer for the Jaycees and was an ac-
tive member of the Junior Chamber of Com-
merce. In recognition of his business suc-
cesses, he was awarded the Independent
Businessman of the year by the Republican
Club. Additionally, he holds the unofficial dis-
tinction of being the oldest living member of
the local American Legion Chapter.

Madam Speaker, Joseph C. Weeks, Sr. has
demonstrated steadfast dedication to the
Brooksville community. | ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating him on this momen-
tous occasion.
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Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life of Amelia Platts Boynton.
Mrs. Boynton is member of the civil rights
group that formulated strategies for nonviolent
social resistance in Alabama and is most
widely known as an activist and organizer for
the march over the Edmond Pettus Bridge in
Selma, AL.

Mrs. Boynton was a proud supporter of Dr.
Martin Luther King and used her home in
Selma as a center for Selma’s civil rights bat-
tles, which was used by King and his lieuten-
ants, Congressmen and attorneys from around
the nation, to plan the demonstrations known
as the “Selma to Montgomery Marches”.

On March 7, 1965, during a march which
later became known as Bloody Sunday, Boyn-
ton was viciously attacked. Following that
event, her character and courage helped lead
to the passage of the Voting Rights Act of
1965.

Mrs. Boynton is Vice Chairwoman of the
International Schiller Institute. She is a 98-
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year-old author, playwright, speaker and orga-
nizer, speaking out publicly for justice, and in-
spiring people of all ages, nations, and back-
grounds.

Madam Speaker, | wish to congratulate
Amelia Boynton on a remarkable career and a
heroic life and wish her the best as she con-
tinues to be an influential civil rights pioneer.
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Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, October 13, 2009, | was not present for
3 recorded votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted the following way: roll No. 772—
“yea”; roll No. 773—‘“yea”; roll No. 774—
“yea.”

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE VISION OF
CHILDREN FOUNDATION

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to salute the Vision of Children
Foundation. The Vision of Children Foundation
is an independent, not-for-profit 501(c)(3) or-
ganization dedicated to the funding of innova-
tive clinical and translational research into vi-
sion disorders and creating effective therapies.
The Foundation supports scientists at top uni-
versities and academic medical centers world-
wide who are involved in the most advanced
and promising research.

According to the World Health Organization,
globally more than 161 million people are vis-
ually impaired, including 1.4 million blind chil-
dren below age 15. In the United States alone,
over 1 million children suffer from vision im-
pairment, a loss of vision that makes it hard or
impossible to perform daily tasks without spe-
cialized adaptation, and which cannot be cor-
rected to a “normal” level. These children face
technological and socially-imposed obstacles
that make it difficult to succeed in life.

The challenges of living with visual impair-
ment are all too real for Sam and Vivian
Hardage, founders of the Vision of Children
Foundation. Their son, Chase, now 20 years
old, was diagnosed with ocular albinism (OA)
as an infant. OA is an inherited disorder in
which the eyes suffer from deficient amount of
melanin and pigment, resulting in reduced vis-
ual acuity, or Nystagmus, and sensitivity to
sunlight. The Hardages were told that there
was no cure, and that their son would never
be able to play sports or live a normal life. Al-
though Chase’s original diagnosis was dire,
the reality is that all children with visual impair-
ments have different visual acuities and devel-
opmental potential. Many of these individuals,
such as Chase, have learned to compensate
for their disability and have functional and pro-
ductive lives.

The Hardages were also stunned to find
that no one was doing research into under-
standing OA, much less treating it. Hereditary
vision disorders such as OA, retinitis
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